Jackie Joyner-Kersee

A multi-event track and field ath-

lete born in 1962 in East St.
Louis, lllinois, Jackie Joyner-
Kersee is the winner of three
Olympic gold medals. She com-
peted in 4 Olympic Games (the
last in 1996), and was the first
American woman to score over
7,000 points in the heptathlon.

She was inspired by the 1976
Olympics, which she watched
on TV. Like many other young
sport talents in America, she
was spotted in her high school
and offered a college
scholarship, which
allowed her to
develop her talent.

An ultramarathoner and trail

racer born in 1960, Ann Trason is
an extreme distance runner. Her
usual distances are 54 and 100 miles (87 and 161
km). A Californian, she frequently competed in a
hundred-mile Western States Endurance Run, a
race that starts in the Squaw Valley and finishes in

Auburn.

One of her greatest achievements was winning the
1996 Comrades Marathon, the world’s oldest 89 km
ultramarathon in South Africa. It was also her per-
sonal triumph as the year before she had been
forced to drop out due to an illness. Ann Trason
suffered injuries that would discourage many others
from running. Not her. She has always said that

running heals.

Florence Griffith Joyner

A sprinter, the fastest woman in the
world, also known as “FloJo”, Flor-
ence Griffith-Joyner was born in 1959
in Los Angeles. She married Al Joy-
ner, Jackie Joyner’s brother. Her re-
cords for the 100 and 200 meters
remain unbroken. She won three
gold medals at the 1988 Olympic
Games in Seoul.

Besides sports, she was interested in
fashion. The colorful outfits she wore
on the track surely brought style, va-
riety and beauty into athletics. In
1998 she died of a seizure at

age 38.
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Mia Hamm

For those who consider soccer a
masculine sport here’s a warning
from Pele himself: “All | can say
is I'm glad | never had to go up
against Mia Hamm.” These
words, which tell more about Mia
than dozens of pages, appeared
on the cover of her book “Go for
the Goal”.

This icon of women’s soccer was
born in 1972 in Selma, Alabama.
Her lucky player's number was 9.
She scored 158 international
goals in her career, more than
any other male or female
player. Attendance
nearly doubled at
games in which she
appeared.

Jean Driscoll

She was born in 1966 in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin with a
spinal defect which impairs walk-

ing. Although she has never been able to use her
legs, she won the Boston Marathon, women’s wheel-
chair division, seven times. Victories in this race are
perhaps more emotional than in other marathons.

Every time Driscoll appeared in the Boston Marathon

she broke the world record, which is now set at
1:34:22. Jean Driscoll tried other sports as well: soc-
cer, racquetball, softball, tennis and football. She is
both an active athlete and a coach.

Her message is clear. She wants to prove to herself
and the rest of the world that the disabled can and
indeed should, live a normal life.

Text by AIRC Krakow. Edited by IRC Madrid
Photos © AP Images
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Chitdhood

James Francis Thorpe was born
near Prague, Oklahoma, on 22 May
1887, the son of Hiram Thorpe, a
farmer, and Charlotte Vieux, a Po-
tawatomi Indian fluent in Potawa-
tomi, French, and English. Thorpe
was a twin, but his twin brother,
Charlie, died at age nine. He had
the typical upbringing of the time: a
smattering of school and much time
spent out of doors, hunting, fishing,
and playing.

Degcendant of Black Hawg.

Thorpe's mother was a descendant
of the last great Sauk and Fox chief,
Black Hawk, renowned not only as
a warrior but as an outstanding ath-
lete as well, strong and fast afoot. In
Jim Thorpe and the Oorang Indians,
Robert L. Whitman stated: "Many
believe that much of Thorpe's ath-
letic prowess traces back to Black
Hawk, particularly his mother who
was convinced that in Thorpe was
the living reincarnation of the great
chief."

Jim Thorpe at the 1912 Olympic Games
Photo from Wikipedia

A Born Sportsman

Sport was his refuge and part of his
nature. The talent for sport was in his
body, while the spirit of competitive-
ness was in his blood. In his school
years, he would run 20-miles dis-
tance home, but it gave him most
pleasure when he could compete :
against other schoolboys. The legend |
has it that one day when he was
passing track practice, he saw that
none of the high jumpers could clear
a bar set at 5 feet 9. He immediately
joined in and, in his school uniform
instead of a sports outfit, he easily
cleared the bar.

Thorpe getting off a kick during his
playing days Photo © AP Images

A Long List

Jim Thorpe’s sports performance list
is long: football and baseball (which
he played longest and perhaps
loved best), track and field events
such as high and long jump, pen-
tathlon (hurdles, high jump, shot put,
long jump and 800 meters), decath-
lon (which includes 100 m, 400 m,

Olympian Jim Thorpe's burial crypt in Jim
Thorpe, Pa. is inscribed with King Gustav
of Stockholm Sweden's statement.
Photo ©AP Images/Chris Gardner

= discus throw, pole vault, javelin throw

'and 1500 m) and basketball.

Double Olympic Champion

When a sportsman excels in so many
sports, and wins the Olympic gold in the
two most demanding - pentathlon and

_ decathlon - and, whose record in the lat-

ter takes 15 years to beat, this really is a
feat. Such, indeed was Jim Thorpe’s

|achievement in the 1912 Olympic Games
_ in Stockholm. Sir, you are the greatest
2 athlete in the world, said King Gustav V
& of Sweden upon the presentation of two

= | gold medals to the athlete, and was re-
““_ putedly answered by Thorpe: Thanks,
¥+ king.

Joy Lagted But Six Months

! The year of great success and popular-

ity, crowned by a ticker-tape parade that
he was given in New York, was followed

B by a year of hardships resulting from ac-
= cusations about his amateur status. In

1913, six months after the Olympics,
newspapers wrote that Thorpe had been
paid for playing baseball in the minor
league two years prior to his start in the

§| Olympic Games.

Stripped of His Gold

With the strict rules about amateur and

| professional sports at the time and the
| unsympathetic approach from the secre-

tary of the Amateur Athletic Union, who
dismissed Thorpe’s explanation: | hope |

 will be partly excused by the fact that |

~ was simply an Indian schoolboy and did
| not know about such things, and, indeed
| against the Olympic Games rules, which

set a thirty-day deadline for appellations,
a decision was passed to strip Jim
Thorpe of his gold medals.

Not Much Left for Retired Sportsman

Jim Thorpe lived in times when earning a
great name did not immediately translate
into earning huge amounts of money.

. Neither did it safeguard a special celeb-
| rity’s status. Striving hard for money in
. various jobs when his sports career

ended in the 1930s, and faced with a
drinking problem, Thorpe was penniless
and living in a trailer when he died of a
heart attack on March 28, 1953. His
Olympic medals were restored to him
posthumously in 1982.
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ARE YOU A GOOD SPORT?

Answer the quiz questions and add up your score. The answers are on p. 5.

_|1. You're playing cards with your family. It's the third time you lost. Do you?

a/ grind your teeth and think: “I must win next time!”

b/ excuse yourself from the game saying you've got a crushing headache,
compliment the winner: “Wow, it looks like it's your lucky day!”

2. Your team has just won a game of soccer. Jim scored the winning goal, but it was you who passed the
ball to him so brilliantly. After the match, everyone praises Jim and your contribution is overlooked. You:
a/ look miserable and think “I won't pass to anyone next time, but shoot the goal myself,”

b/ stay back but feel content with how you played,

¢/ wait in a line to congratulate Jim.

3. During the workout in the fitness center you have to leave the room for a minute. When you come back,
your place is taken. You have just one series to finish. Do you?

a/ come up to the person and say: “Sorry, | was practicing here,” expecting him/her to go,

b/ don’t say anything and wait till the person finishes,

¢/ come up and say: “Can we practice in turns? | just have one series to finish here.”

Now add up your score: 1la=2; 1b=3; 1c=1; 2a=3; 2b=1; 2c=2; 3a=3; 3b=2; 3c=1 The answers are on p. 5.

USEFUL LINK: The following page: http://entertainmentstudios.com/american_athlete/index.asp
"The American Athlete," is hosted by actor/comedian Byron Allen and features one-on-one interviews with
today's hottest and most recognizable superstar athletes. You can watch and listen to the Interviews.
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26/03/2007

Liceo Francés campedn femenino de la Copa Colegial ABC 2007

El pasado sabado 24 de marzo, con un baloncesto de primera calidad, y completamente
convencidas de que este era su ano, las jugadoras del Liceo Francés hicieron buenos
los prondsticos y se hicieron con el titulo de la Copa Colegial ABC 2007, co ...

15/03/2007

La ciudad americana en el cine

Aunque las visitemos por primera vez, podemos tener la extrana sensacion de haberlas
vivido antes, de saber lo que nos espera a la vuelta de cada esquina. Hay una simple
razén: Son algunas de las ciudades mas retratadas del mundo, y estrellas indiscu ...

15/03/2007
La juventud americana
Seguln un estudio del Pew Research Center de EEUU sobre los americanos de entre 18 y

25 afios de edad: ...La mitad dice haber enviado o recibido SMS en el Ultimo dia ...La
mayor parte ha utilizado servicios como Facebook o Myspace, y cuatro de ca ...
09/03/2007

Iniciativa Transatlantica Benjamin Franklin: Intercambio estudiantil

Este proyecto de intercambio educativo y cultural ofrece a jévenes europeos la
oportunidad de interactuar con jévenes americanos en EEUU. Los objetivos del proyecto
son fortalecer las relaciones entre jévenes europeos y americanos y debatir solucione ...

esrawnsuid.#s
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Win a Prize!

The answer in the
February 2007 Contest
was:

1861 - 1865

Thank you for
participating

About ZOOM

Zoom is online at
www.embusa.es/irc/
zoom.html

Contact us at
irc@embusa.es

US Information
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Madrid
Embajada de EE. UU.
C/ Serrano, 75
28006 Madrid

Barcelona
Consulado General de
EE. UU.

P° Reina Elisenda de
Montcada, 23
08034 Barcelona

Activity Page
B Exercise 2

Name the sports in the pic-
tures:

Put the words below under the appropriate
heading:

swimming | baseball | soccer

trainer, lane, pitcher, breaststroke, goal, bat-
ter, line judge, catcher, baseman, crawl, goal
keeper, penalty area, center line, referee,
back judge, fielders, sidestroke, sideline.

B Exercise 3

Where are these games/sports played:
(e.g. in a stadium)

ice hockey
volleyball
swimming
football
tennis
baseball
badminton
handball

ONOO~LWNE

B Answers to the “Are you a Good Sport?” Quiz:

Before you read the interpretation of your answers, do you know what exactly
being a good sport means? It doesn’'t necessarily have to do with doing sports. If
someone is a good sport, it means he or she is a generous, pleasant and cheer-
ful person, especially in difficult situations.

1. score 3-4

Congratulations! You are a good sport.

You can cope with difficulties and, what's more, you have confidence in yourself.
You don't need to be number one all the time. Your friends like you and your ap-
proach.

2.score 5-7
If not exactly a good sport yet, you're struggling to be one. Stay cool in unpleas-
ant situations and you will be there soon.

3. score 8-9

You must have the first place in whatever you do. You need the limelight and the
podium. You lack self-confidence though; you have a long way to go before you
become a good sport.

Find answers to activities on this page at www.embusa.es/irc/zoom.html




